8th-9th Grade Assigned Summer Reading

Incoming 8th and 9th Grade Students must read TWO books this summer and complete ONE short project.

All students who complete both the summer readings and the project will receive a head start academically in

Humanities, a Homework pass and 400 house points.

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT #1:
Pick ONE of the thought-provoking Christian biographies found below. Reading one of these biographies will

help students identify with the hills and valleys of other believers while helping to grow their faith.

God’s Smuggler by Brother Andrew

Peace Child: An Unforgettable Story of Primitive Jungle Treachery in the 20th Century by Don
Richardson

Shadow of the Almighty: The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot (Lives of Faith)

A Chance to Die: Amy Carmichael

A Passion for the Impossible- Lilias Trotter - Algeria

I Dared to Call Him Father (Sheikh) -- a Muslim, Bilguis Sheikh became a Christian, South Asia, 1970s
The Good News Must Go Out: True Stories of God at work in the Central African Republic (Hidden
Heroes)

Return of the White Book: True Stories of God at Work in Southeast Asia (Hidden Heroes)

Bruchko: The Astonishing True Story of a 19-Year-Old American, His Capture by the Motilone

Indians and His Adventures in Christianizing the Stone Age Tribe

Mountain Rain: A New Biography of James O. Fraser (Missionary Life Series)

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT #2:
Your student will select one book from the 2025 Upper School Oak Hill Book List. The book must be a
minimum of 150 pages. Students may NOT choose any book that they have already read. Students may

purchase a copy of their book or check it out from a local library.

NOTE: By giving students a choice, their selection is intended to promote engagement and interest.
Please do your regular due diligence in screening books for your children. In older grades, a goal
of classical Christian education is not to shield students from the sin in this world, but to teach them
how to understand and engage the culture based on Biblical principles and a Christian worldview.
Hence, these books might contain mature content in the middle/upper grades. We also understand that
even in the lower grades, families often differ in what is acceptable content for their own children, so
please exercise wisdom.

Our Oak Hill reading list spans a range of reading levels, which means that some books on the list could
be easier or more difficult for your son/daughter. That said, you know your child, and can help them

select books that are at the appropriate level for their reading development.


https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Smuggler-Brother-Andrew/dp/0800796853/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3UWPB2K2TZMA8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.vG17MgX6I9zPAiutt5EE78QSFo8xrgYKn4D8B0qHofY2u9m6_zTUT-2LetTxujetSAomsM7TChlLO96Qh6SNhVC1Tqccdhjr9aATlRgutJ28B0Xumim_DBNqLhXjwxiDs0FBdMRgF1cuVOBOAaW1APPUll0DH_aA8WAH6w5X0leSSw5hBi_oEC4t0vJa5OaxxEfHr-UUs6B-akI0gh0ETY7uYpem3-cQHvhNUwjPzFM.OiZ2G1sn1NPdhci2XLB9TnrKs52du4L0yGIRapbL864&dib_tag=se&keywords=God%E2%80%99s+Smuggler+by+Brother+Andrew&qid=1717437362&s=books&sprefix=god+s+smuggler+by+brother+andrew%2Cstripbooks%2C213&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Child-Don-Richardson/dp/0764215612/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZS0OTI5QL26N&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Dhv4l409ryisASGfx0tZdJnlAYk-toxkf9lPubqg4jg.mtidvPUaSXdr9sWEeviwcKl26NkI9MLOBt8fd4h12Q4&dib_tag=se&keywords=Peace+Child%3A+An+Unforgettable+Story+of+Primitive+Jungle+Treachery+in+the+20th+Century+by+Don+Richardson&qid=1717437334&s=books&sprefix=peace+child+an+unforgettable+story+of+primitive+jungle+treachery+in+the+20th+century+by+don+richardson%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Peace-Child-Don-Richardson/dp/0764215612/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2ZS0OTI5QL26N&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Dhv4l409ryisASGfx0tZdJnlAYk-toxkf9lPubqg4jg.mtidvPUaSXdr9sWEeviwcKl26NkI9MLOBt8fd4h12Q4&dib_tag=se&keywords=Peace+Child%3A+An+Unforgettable+Story+of+Primitive+Jungle+Treachery+in+the+20th+Century+by+Don+Richardson&qid=1717437334&s=books&sprefix=peace+child+an+unforgettable+story+of+primitive+jungle+treachery+in+the+20th+century+by+don+richardson%2Cstripbooks%2C183&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Shadow-Almighty-Testament-Elliot-Lives/dp/006062213X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3I05ECCKO6MK6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4pBJdqkc942s7rEUOsTdM_7r44huPU7NXU-uaIW4j8HM-kTkJMPsYNh-Hm_-UJUaNOiCgXw35aJC0u-STdwiwsfW4P1S4fg_GQpXCF_9utwrJImAr7AhNm17mPv8kQZB5Eto_Y6nE60hnSUHaZa3HaAsvP8cQ-cNCWaUz5UpyE0V7MpEFwBW8PlwCj3UcIGzfEqfXM6aaYT_00kgNFkC1voWkRxZrFMzOVt_7VxYWpI.aX7lk0uFMgbeUzGFrG6109o20tqgK-DF6D0ctAM9zuQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=shadow+of+the+almighty+elisabeth+elliot&qid=1747153144&sprefix=Shadow+of+the+almi%2Caps%2C114&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Chance-Die-Elliot/dp/185078146X
https://www.amazon.com/Passion-Impossible-Life-Lilias-Trotter/dp/1734400188/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30HVAHM8VZZ96&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8jdxAtxZ5wduFm2xlgwcERljluNy-kdnoMxSExBDiXGn7wKYNGdNGRVyqA98VZCX.MMBBzn0OJao3dvP6edjfBV8iQzc8ESYegMz8j_oIMw0&dib_tag=se&keywords=A+Passion+for+the+Impossible-+Lilias+Trotter&qid=1717437413&s=books&sprefix=a+passion+for+the+impossible-+lilias+trotter+%2Cstripbooks%2C233&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dared-Call-Him-Father-Miraculous/dp/0800793242/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CU6TKELBZKFD&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MMDabTfVneXCMjPVnzXHMw.5zZtHMffl5Je101xKG8Vy1Atig7XaJpZoXK6p_uxDyY&dib_tag=se&keywords=I+Dared+to+Call+Him+Father+%28Sheikh%29+--+a+Muslim%2C+Bilquis+Sheikh+became+a+Christian%2C+South+Asia%2C+1970s&qid=1717437449&s=books&sprefix=i+dared+to+call+him+father+sheikh+--+a+muslim%2C+bilquis+sheikh+became+a+christian%2C+south+asia%2C+1970s%2Cstripbooks%2C198&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-News-Must-Go-Out/dp/1845506286/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AAMFQP63AZT7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mUQ_DjmGugG2qmpC1bIyMlVsgM8LxtXLuvmCEmdQZPTJoJNXEswaAkphDTklJ7KcSfcX5kTnUMacbXSd--MkIqJWcGWfEfoqV7SWVtCVryEbqxth0XyJAdC9Q-fGw6ps4QFmVxriLUx95s9pVoiuJUUc0sUuwuH86rtinIaz8jB6Bs19r-NSbyWtHYPIIU_1aJ6JhUxHeYRRa00wrJyzXHB5Nqv0dXAUJAOsuBkxs04.yzSx0apx0G9qfg4na4LJRiTNgjjjRP62ft3g7taGtpE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+good+news+must+go+out&qid=1747152500&sprefix=the+good+news+must%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-News-Must-Go-Out/dp/1845506286/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AAMFQP63AZT7&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.mUQ_DjmGugG2qmpC1bIyMlVsgM8LxtXLuvmCEmdQZPTJoJNXEswaAkphDTklJ7KcSfcX5kTnUMacbXSd--MkIqJWcGWfEfoqV7SWVtCVryEbqxth0XyJAdC9Q-fGw6ps4QFmVxriLUx95s9pVoiuJUUc0sUuwuH86rtinIaz8jB6Bs19r-NSbyWtHYPIIU_1aJ6JhUxHeYRRa00wrJyzXHB5Nqv0dXAUJAOsuBkxs04.yzSx0apx0G9qfg4na4LJRiTNgjjjRP62ft3g7taGtpE&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+good+news+must+go+out&qid=1747152500&sprefix=the+good+news+must%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Return-White-Book-Stories-Southeast/dp/1781912920/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IF4MKBLMR0Y9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.JBUyV_UiUidT-qE5xOKxOb8by2Jd0paTrFNQBSf7rm3cqyqbfDLVYKNdxdGqTk7-fVHhnUc8lE_1kqmxIdEDlNPAME-JObCUy9m9y2JVgFuvc9aJMofKCaSbbOCMpOnUQ2N6a6HE6VVUAbpxxcpmnklX2FiQ8jA7r4qDCwqBQXIailHB_GdQ1HcRwGtu0fFmY-1Wb8n_Mn0A0KOQLPHk7SMIy8N9EZJb5nnQXQy93n8.vPu0eKM0Jt0BN0YZC9XlOoMZVinXjbxA_0ykXJ_O6as&dib_tag=se&keywords=return+of+the+white+book&qid=1747152651&sprefix=Return+of+the+white%2Caps%2C124&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bruchko-Astonishing-19-Year-Old-Adventures-Christianizing/dp/159185993X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DRC3K4TX462B&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.toidacJkHJ3-c_iCJ33u-A.lBOsEclo_CeAML8j73jDDhET0cEFmVgKxeXiu7hL30o&dib_tag=se&keywords=brucko+book&qid=1747152835&sprefix=brucko%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bruchko-Astonishing-19-Year-Old-Adventures-Christianizing/dp/159185993X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DRC3K4TX462B&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.toidacJkHJ3-c_iCJ33u-A.lBOsEclo_CeAML8j73jDDhET0cEFmVgKxeXiu7hL30o&dib_tag=se&keywords=brucko+book&qid=1747152835&sprefix=brucko%2Caps%2C149&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Rain-Biography-Fraser-Missionary/dp/1850784116/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DT57NEJW79A6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4iSopA_dbT94ZIQZP_tOJe6QSclcfNUlmBu2yx9ybZDN_AW_uQPD96ZrxVvX5KLwIiyJGn3SEy1NzrSBDOsMbMDod1eI89IAaZ-7SV5NIOJES4-q6D9nt6QWdUKnCZtkADFekjzY_6sRn5zKsadCRFC4x6hK2rV_JnwEmXYvsmv9dX95jpUVN6pfKIrGCOv7.1frjmBGwzb6Ce32DFjjrd_cPPLiRgrO806jxKpcVsxg&dib_tag=se&keywords=mountain+rain+james+fraser&qid=1747153205&sprefix=Mountain+Rain%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Rain-Biography-Fraser-Missionary/dp/1850784116/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3DT57NEJW79A6&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.4iSopA_dbT94ZIQZP_tOJe6QSclcfNUlmBu2yx9ybZDN_AW_uQPD96ZrxVvX5KLwIiyJGn3SEy1NzrSBDOsMbMDod1eI89IAaZ-7SV5NIOJES4-q6D9nt6QWdUKnCZtkADFekjzY_6sRn5zKsadCRFC4x6hK2rV_JnwEmXYvsmv9dX95jpUVN6pfKIrGCOv7.1frjmBGwzb6Ce32DFjjrd_cPPLiRgrO806jxKpcVsxg&dib_tag=se&keywords=mountain+rain+james+fraser&qid=1747153205&sprefix=Mountain+Rain%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wgqCP_hx4mZr0naPjH9Nzb0dXlWxVUCmgfaIV9x2fVs/edit?usp=sharing

Summer Reading Project Details:
STEP ONE:
Pick one of the above two books to create a One-Pager project (see steps and description below).

Read your book and annotate as you read, paying attention to important details:

® character descriptions
® plot elements

® theme

® symbols

® mood/tone

e meaningful quotes

@ Biblical values

e anything else that resonates with you

STEP TWO:
After completing your summer reading assignment, create a one-pager. This is a detailed one-page artistic
representation of the major themes and ideas of the reading. If you’ve never seen one before, feel free to Google

“one-pager” and you'll see lots of examples! (See some examples below.)

Directions for creating your one-pager:

1. Start with a blank piece of paper.

2. Collect coloring supplies and/or your computer for inspiration for images. May be hand-drawn or printed
pictures (cut out/glue).

3. Use the following prompt to inspire the design of your page: What is the central theme of the text, and how
do the characters, plot, and setting reveal and shape this theme, and what biblical values are

present and how do they relate to you personally?

4. Design a one-page collage that answers your question using the following:

a. A thematic statement that represents the reading

b. Text (quotes from the reading, individual words, etc.)

c. Biblical values and how they relate to you personally

d. Images (symbols, characters, setting elements, etc.)

e. Color (think about mood and tone)

f. Make sure the name of the book and the author are on paper

Be sure to incorporate textual evidence into your one-pager - this is a critical component! Also, remember that
the design and thoughtfulness behind each of the elements you include is important.
Show the layers of understanding that you gained from reading, not just the surface-level observations that

anyone could make from simply skimming.



Oak Hill Classical School

8th—9th Grade Summer Reading Completion Form
Academic Year: 2025—-2026

Student Name:

As part of their summer preparation for Humanities, students were assigned to:
1. Read TWO books:
0 One Christian biography from the approved list below

0 One book of their choice from the 2025 Oak Hill Upper School Reading List (minimum 150 pages and not

previously read)

2. Complete ONE One-Pager Project on either of the two books, incorporating artistic design and textual evidence around the

book’s theme, biblical values, and literary elements.

By signing below, we confirm that the student has completed both summer reading assignments in full and has completed the One-Pager

project as described.

Book Title — Christian Biography:

Author:

Book Title — Oak Hill Upper School List Selection:

Author:

Student Signature:
Date:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

Note to students: Please submit this signed form along with your One-Pager on the first day of school.



Thank you for your thoughtful reading and preparation this summer!

Examples of a One-Pager:
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